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Connecticut that is laying off 2,000 peo-
ple, the Pentagon contractor that will 
soon be laying off thousands of people, 
the tax deadline for those who haven’t 
filed coming up on October 15, needing 
IRS workers to help them with issues 
that they have in terms of filing their 
tax forms, or even the Federal courts, 
which will be assessing on October 15 
whether or not they can keep their 
doors open for the moving of justice in 
this Nation. 

So I think it is extremely important 
that whatever is tying you up, what-
ever is keeping you from looking at the 
common good—and I would offer to say 
to the American people everyone 
knows that we are not Greece. We wish 
the best for the people of Greece. But 
America is the richest country in the 
world, $4 trillion in economy, and a 
country that is looked to from all 
around the world. 

Our economy is bigger than the Euro-
pean Union. That means countries like 
Spain, Germany, France, England, all 
those members who as well are our al-
lies, but look to America—how shame-
ful it is for someone to be held, and if 
you will, tied up by their own indi-
vidual personal interests. 

One would ask if the Founding Fa-
thers, as imperfect as America was as 
she began, had come from the 13 Colo-
nies and various districts, and probably 
interests, and had held to those spe-
cialized interests, would we have cre-
ated a Nation that started out by say-
ing we organize to create a more per-
fect Union? Albeit that there were 
groups of populations that did not have 
dignity and justice and citizenship at 
that time, something that I could look 
back at in bitterness, but I do not, be-
cause this is the greatest Nation in the 
world. But we are not showing our-
selves that way. 

It is not the truth to suggest that 
there are not enough voters, Members 
of Congress, that would vote right now 
today to open this government. It is 
something called a continuing resolu-
tion, but it’s a bill that you put on the 
floor that has been passed already by 
Republicans and Democrats in the 
United States Senate. 

This is not an idea of anyone over an-
other person. Republican and Demo-
cratic Senators have already voted for 
this clean bill that we could vote on 
today. We have martial law. What that 
means—and my colleagues know what 
it means—is that you can put a bill on 
in just minutes. 

So, rather than deciding amongst 
your children which ones to feed, which 
is the approach that my Republican 
friends in leadership are doing—squeez-
ing out one little skinny bill versus an-
other, squeezing out bills that leave 
out the FAA inspectors, leaving out 
ICE that deals with immigration, leav-
ing out those who are dealing with 
young people who are undocumented, 
leaving out those who are helping 
young couples who want to get a home 
with mortgage processing. Who knows 
whose homes are going to be impacted 

by the heavy rains that are up and 
down the east coast who may need Fed-
eral assistance? All of that is being 
dumbed down—lost—because we have 
not opened the government. 

I come today, Mr. Speaker, to ask all 
of us to turn to our American card, and 
hold up the American card—I am an 
American—and vote to open this gov-
ernment right now. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 18 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 2 
p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Andrew Walton, Capitol 
Hill Presbyterian Church, Washington, 
D.C., offered the following prayer: 

God of light and life, our prayer 
today is simple. 

May the eternal Spirit that embraces 
all good deliver us from fear. 

May the hearts, minds, and souls of 
the women and men of this House of 
Representatives elected to serve the 
people be released from fear into free-
dom. 

In freedom, may they discover and 
rediscover what is already deep within 
themselves as humans created in divine 
image. 

May every conversation and delibera-
tion of this day and days to follow be 
filled with compassion for the millions 
of people whose lives and livelihoods 
are affected by these decisions, courage 
to compromise when necessary to sus-
tain and provide for the well-being of 
all people, humility to let go of the ide-
ological convictions when those con-
victions hinder the common good, and 
clear vision to see beyond narrow agen-
das toward a Nation filled with promise 
to be a beacon of light for all people. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. BURGESS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

TWO WEEKS, NO NEGOTIATIONS 
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, 2 weeks ago Friday, the Presi-
dent called Speaker BOEHNER out of the 
blue to announce he would not nego-
tiate to avoid a shutdown. Since then, 
the President has made no plans to ne-
gotiate and has hosted one White 
House meeting to restate his position 
to not negotiate. 

Clearly, this confirms the American 
people should look at the actions of all 
officials, not just words. Sadly, the 
President says he ‘‘has bent over back-
wards to work with the Republicans,’’ 
but this is not accurate. This continues 
his actions different from his words. In 
February 2009, the President an-
nounced the deficit was unsustainable, 
but then he tripled it. 

House Republicans voted four times 
to avoid a shutdown. House Repub-
licans were sincere in their actions and 
now vote repeatedly to save jobs and 
help families. 

It is my hope there will be good-faith 
negotiations and we can come together 
to avoid the upcoming unsustainable 
fiscal crisis by ending the shutdown 
and addressing the debt limit. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

IT IS NOT TIME TO FIGHT 
(Ms. BONAMICI asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, today 
is day 7 of an unnecessary and harmful 
government shutdown that is hurting 
millions of Americans. Speaker BOEH-
NER called it an ‘‘epic battle.’’ 

Hundreds of thousands are out of 
work, Federal contractors aren’t get-
ting paid, small businesses aren’t get-
ting loans, home purchases are on hold, 
nutrition programs are at risk, and 
Speaker BOEHNER has said, ‘‘It is time 
for us to stand and fight.’’ 

With all due respect, Mr. Speaker, 
this is the U.S. House of Representa-
tives; it is not a battlefield. It is not 
time for us to fight; it is time for us to 
vote. Our constituents sent us here to 
get things done, to work together. 

It is not time to fight; it is time to 
reopen the Federal Government. It is 
not time to fight; it is time to raise the 
debt ceiling and pay our bills. It is not 
time to fight; it is time to get the 
budget conference committee to work, 
something we have been asking for for 
months. 

We can do it today, Mr. Speaker. It is 
not time to fight; it is time to vote. It 
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